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by primitives; hence ancestor worship is universally spread.
Worship of the dead is performed in the first place as a
protection against their malevolence. Experience in the
psychological treatment of nervous patients shows again
and again the depth and extent of the parental influence,
even when the parents have been long dead. The psycho-
logical after-effects of the parents are so important for an
individual's fate that one can easily understand the signifi-
cance of ancestor worship.
Mental diseases have also great influence in causing belief
in spirits, particularly those which are accompanied by
hallucinations, either of a delirious or Icatatonic character,
belonging chiefly to the dementia prcecox class, which is the
commonest form of mental disorder. Amongst all peoples
and in all ages insane persons have been regarded as possessed
by evil spirits, and this belief is supported by the patients1
hallucinations. The patients are tormented less by their
visions than by the voices they hear. The voices are often
those of relatives, or at least of people connected with the
patient's psychological conflicts. It is also fairly common
to hear the voice of God or of the devil. It appears, of course,
to the naive mentality that such voices come from spirits.
When speaking of belief in the spirits of the dead, reference
must also be made to belief in the souls of the living, the
latter being a correlate of the former. In the primitive
conviction the ghost is generally the spirit of a dead person,
hence it must before have been the soul of a living person.
This at least is held wherever the belief prevails that man
has only one soul. But man is frequently supposed to have
two or more souls, one of which is more or less independent
and relatively immortal. In such a case the ' spirit' of the
dead is only one of the several' souls' of the living. Hence
it is only a part of the psyche—a psychic fragment, sp to
speak. Thus, belief in souls is an almost necessary condition
of belief in spirits, at least so far as the spirits of the dead
are concerned.

